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The Cambridge Companion to Bede is only the second volume of the many yet published in this series that focuses on the Anglo-Saxon period. The status of Bede in the Anglo-Saxon literary and historical tradition is fully evident in The Cambridge Companion to Old English Literature (1991), but that collection focuses on the vernacular tradition, and while Bede's influence is present there, the magnitude of his work merits a volume devoted to it. Because he wrote in Latin, Bede remains a somewhat obscure figure in literature departments, invariably linked to the story of the first Old English Christian poet Caedmon told in Book 4 of Bede's best-known work, the Ecclesiastical History of the English People. Scholars have always recognized the Ecclesiastical History's importance as a masterful specimen of historical prose narrative, without which Caedmon and much else about early AngloSaxon England would remain unknown. But Bede's achievements reach far beyond that work. He is, in fact, the most prolific author of early medieval England, a writer who excelled in all the main genres of his age, a major literary personality in an age riddled with anonymity, an authority whose views were sought by later writers, and, without question, one of the intellectual giants of the Middle Ages.
This book, designed to introduce his life and writings, seeks to highlight the distinctive achievements and strains of thought that together make Bede an imposing and rewarding figure. The contents of the volume fall into three parts. Part i covers Bede's life and the social, political, religious and intellectual contexts of his environment that are necessary for in-depth study of his writings. Part ii turns to the writings themselves, with individual chapters on the scientific works, the educational treatises, the biblical commentaries, the Gospel homilies and the historical writings. Part iii ranges chronologically from Bede's death in the early eighth century to the modern era in order to sketch the historical contexts in which his writings were received and his influence and reputation determined. A brief selection of recommended readings follows; this is supplemented, at the end of the volume, by a complete xv www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-73073-0 -The Cambridge Companion to Bede Edited by Scott DeGregorio Frontmatter More information bibliographical listing of all the scholarly works cited in the individual chapters. The specialists who wrote the chapters have geared them towards an audience of students and non-specialists, directing their coverage to received paradigms of understanding rather than new points of view. The hope nevertheless remains that more advanced readers too might find in the pages that follow something to stimulate their thinking about Bede, early Anglo-Saxon England and early medieval literary culture in general.
Readers may be surprised to find no individual chapter or chapters devoted exclusively to the Ecclesiastical History, surely the work most likely to be encountered by the students whom this book is meant to serve. Scholarship has always privileged the Ecclesiastical History, and it is now time to see Bede's works in a more integrated and holistic way, recognizing in his collective output a carefully structured body of knowledge whose interconnections are deliberate and therefore essential for interpreters to grasp. Perceiving the intricacies of this larger design depends on a careful and sensitive reading of all its interrelated parts, and so on appreciating the various points of contact between the Ecclesiastical History and other Bedan compositions. Accordingly, in the chapter entitled 'Bede and History', readers will find a general discussion of the Ecclesiastical History that attempts at the same time to situate the work alongside his other historical writings, while the chapters devoted to his scientific, educational and exegetical writings also make an effort to underline notable intersections with the Ecclesiastical History.
Today, most of Bede's Latin writings can be read in modern English translations. This is a fairly recent development, and one that certainly bespeaks the need for a comprehensive companion to help guide the wider audience of readers now able to encounter the full range of his work for the first time. As more than one contributor will emphasize, it is striking not only how much Bede wrote but how much he wrote about, moving as he did through nearly all the realms of Christian Latin learning known in his day. But for too long, the only way into his vast literary corpus was via mastery of the original language in which it was composed, not to mention acquiring access to the costly editions in which the Latin texts are printed. The availability of competent, inexpensive English translations of Bede's writings is thus an important advance that should significantly augment his modern readership. This volume makes use of those translations, and a word of explanation is necessary on the procedure of reference and quotation followed. The reader is advised to begin with the list of Bede's writings on pp. xii-xiii. Provided here is an alphabetized listing of English and corresponding Latin titles with the last names of the translators and editors (complete citations are provided in the Bibliography, pp. 246-8). Where an English translation is available, its title has been used in the list and employed throughout the volume; this is the case for most titles. In the handful of instances where English translations have yet to appear, an English rendering of the work's Latin title has been devised for the list and for use throughout the book; for ease of identification, these titles are marked in the list by an asterisk. Where these untranslated works are cited in the book, the authors have supplied their own English translations where necessary.
Bede was himself a great lover of books, blessed as he was with access to perhaps the greatest library of his age. From the multiplicity of textual roles he would fulfil over the course of his literary career, he knew full well that bookmaking was a collective effort, predicated on the work of many. And so it is with this volume, whose contributors I wish to thank for their enthusiasm for the project and the learning they devoted to its realization. As editor I especially wish to thank Calvin Kendall, Arthur Holder, Larry Martin, Allen Frantzen, Sharon Rowley and Joshua Westgard for their careful reading of various sections of the manuscript and their helpful recommendations for improving it. My thanks are also due to the University of MichiganDearborn for sabbatical leave in the fall 2008 semester when work on the project was in fullest swing. Finally, Sarah Stanton, Rebecca Jones and the others at Cambridge University Press are hugely deserving of my gratitude for all their assistance and encouragement in bringing this book to publication. 
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